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over the nation who work hard each day, not
for fame, not for recognition or for money, but
for the betterment of their communities. This is
what makes America strong. | am grateful for
the opportunity to recognize these hard-
working individuals.

————

RECOGNIZING KACIE CORNETT ON
BEING NAMED THE 2021 YOUTH
FEMALE CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
BY THE LAPEER AREA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 17, 2021

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Kacie Cornett on being named the
2021 Youth Female Citizen of the Year by the
Lapeer Area Chamber of Commerce. Kacie
has already logged 150 hours of volunteer
work in this school year despite COVID re-
strictions. She is a volunteer at the Paradise
Animal Rescue, works with middle school girls
through the “Grow to Glow” program, partici-
pated in charity runs, and is a member of the
National Honor Society, Key Club, Art Club,
Photography Club, and the Dance Club.
Through all of this, she has been able to
maintain a 4.16 GPA, ranking her 9th in her
class. | thank Kacie for her tireless dedication
and selfless service to the Lapeer community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 17, 2021
Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, Had | been

present, | would have voted “yea” on Roll Call
No. 80.

————

AWARDING THREE CONGRES-
SIONAL MEDALS TO UNITED
STATES CAPITOL POLICE AND
THOSE WHO PROTECTED THE
U.S. CAPITOL ON JANUARY 6, 2021

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 16, 2021

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
in strong. support of H.R. 1085, legislation
awarding three congressional gold medals to
the United States Capitol Police and those
who on January 6, 2021 displayed selfless
and heroic service in defense of American de-
mocracy in protecting the U.S. Capitol from
the violent assault of domestic terrorists.

The United States Capitol Police dates back
to 1800 when the Congress moved from Phila-
delphia to Washington, D.C. and a lone watch-
man was hired to protect the Capitol Building.

In 1827, President John Quincy Adams
asked that a regular Capitol Police force be
established and on May 2, 1828, Congress
passed an Act that expanded the police regu-
lations of the City of Washington to include the
Capitol and Capitol Square.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

The United States Capitol Police expanded
its force after the terrorist attacks on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and again following the his-
toric merger with the Library of Congress Po-
lice in 2009.

In addition to the more than 2,000 sworn
members of the force, the United States Cap-
itol Police Department has over 350 civilian
personnel who provide operational and admin-
istrative support and its diverse workforce is
comprised of employees from nearly all 50
states and the U.S. territories.

The United States Capitol Police embodies
the best in American policing and serves as a
model in security, urban crime prevention, dig-
nitary protection, specialty response capabili-
ties, and homeland security.

As ambassadors of the Congress, officers of
the United States Capitol Police Department
are often the first face that visitors and em-
ployees encounter, leaving a lasting impres-
sion that is reflective of the Legislative Branch
and its role in America’s democracy.

Officers of the United States Capitol Police
Department each day proudly protect the leg-
islative process, the symbol of the nation’s de-
mocracy, the people who carry out the proc-
ess, and the millions of visitors who travel
here to see democracy in action.

No finer example of the selfless devotion to
duty, love of country, and fidelity to their oath
to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the officers of the United States Capitol
Police Department’s than their valiant, heroic,
and courageous response to the January 6,
2021 assault on the Capitol Building by thou-
sands of domestic terrorists, insurrectionists,
and rioters sent there by the President of the
United States to “fight like hell” to disrupt and
derail the constitutionally required Joint Meet-
ing of Congress to open, count, and publicly
confirm the vote tally of the presidential elec-
tors and announce the persons who had been
elected President and Vice-President of the
United States.

District of Columbia Mayor Muriel Bowser
and the Metropolitan Police Department have
a distinguished record of protecting all groups,
regardless of their beliefs, who come to the
nation’s capital to exercise their First Amend-
ment rights peaceably to assemble, and to pe-
tition the Government for a redress of griev-
ances.

At the direction of Mayor Bowser, and in ad-
vance of the scheduled demonstrations, mu-
tual aid was requested by the Metropolitan Po-
lice Department from several area police de-
partments to be on standby in the District, in-
cluding neighboring law enforcement depart-
ments, the Metropolitan Transit Police and
non-law enforcement agencies such as the
District's Homeland Security and Emergency
Management Agency and the Fire and Emer-
gency Medical Services Department.

The sustained assault on the Capitol precip-
itated an equally unprecedented response, ne-
cessitating the urgent request of the United
States Capitol Police for the Metropolitan Po-
lice Department to come defend the Capitol to
which the Metropolitan Police Department re-
sponded immediately with several Civil Dis-
turbance Unit Platoons and proceeded to de-
ploy to the west front of the Capitol and ar-
rived within minutes.

The violent mob overran protective meas-
ures at the Capitol and by 1:50 p.m., Metro-
politan Police Department had declared the
assembly to be a riot and immediately began
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working to achieve the objectives of stopping
domestic terrorists from entering the Capitol
building and removing those that were already
inside, secure a perimeter so that the Capitol
could be cleared for lawmakers to resume the
Joint Meeting of Congress to demonstrate to
the nation and the world the robustness and
vitality of America’s democracy, and making
arrests of anyone violating the law.

During the height of the siege of the Capitol,
approximately 850 Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment members were at the Capitol, with an-
other 250 in the area to directly support the
response and aftermath.

Madam Speaker, people around the country
and the world were shocked and moved by
the video of a Metropolitan Police Department
Officer being beaten by a crowd of insurgents,
including one wielding an American flag, and
of another in agony as he was crushed be-
tween a door and a riot shield but also awed
by their bravery in the face of this unprovoked
and vicious attack, bravery that was matched
that day by countless other unheralded Metro-
politan Police Department officers.

The January 6, 2021 siege of the Capitol
assault resulted in one of the worst days of in-
juries for law enforcement in the United States
since the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks.

Madam Speaker, officers of the United
States Capitol Police Department, the Metro-
politan Police Department of Washington,
D.C., and other uniformed law enforcement of-
ficers stood their ground in defense of Amer-
ican democracy while being attacked by the
angry mob of domestic terrorists with metal
pipes, discharged chemical irritants, and other
weapons.

At least 138 officers, 73 from the United
States Capitol Police Department and 65 from
the Metropolitan Police Department in Wash-
ington, sustained injuries during the attack on
the Capitol Building, several of which required
hospitalization.

The injuries sustained ranged from bruises
and lacerations to more serious damage such
as concussions, rib fractures, burns and even
a mild heart attack.

One United States Capitol Police Depart-
ment officer died from injuries sustained while
physically engaging with protesters and two
officers involved in the response have died by
suicide.

Dozens, if not hundreds, of officers whom
law enforcement officials estimate will suffer in
years to come with post-traumatic stress dis-
order and the dozens who contracted the
coronavirus from the unmasked domestic ter-
rorists and rioters who stormed the Capitol.

At least 38 Capitol Police officers have test-
ed positive or were exposed to the
coronavirus as well as nearly 200 National
Guard personnel who were deployed to pro-
tect the Capitol.

Madam Speaker, the seven hours between
the urgent call for help from the Capitol Police
to Metropolitan Police Department and the re-
sumption of work by both houses of Congress
will be indelibly etched in the memories of
every law enforcement officer who was on the
scene, as it is in the minds of the Senators,
Representatives, congressional and support
staff, and members of the media corps who
were forced to seek safety behind locked
doors.

Despite being overwhelmed and out-
numbered, the indomitable forces of American
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